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Inspection date: 10 February 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children know the routine when they arrive at the club. They hang their coats and 
bags on pegs and sit with staff for registration, listening for their name to be 
called. Children tell visitors what they enjoy doing at the club. For example, 
children say, 'I like to play with the doll's house.'

Children persevere at tasks and show a great sense of achievement when they 
show off their creations. For example, when staff provide children with wool to 
thread through holes in paper, they give them plenty of time to complete the task. 
When children achieve this, they stand tall, show staff what they have done and 
proudly say 'I did it.' Children play cooperatively with others. They are excited to 
make up their own games outdoors. Children use numbers on the host school 
playground to create a number game. They make up their own rules and 
confidently explain these to other children who would like to join in. Children take 
turns to lead the game and happily work well together as a team. Children develop 
an understanding of how they can keep themselves safe. For example, staff talk to 
them about the potential dangers when they use the internet, such as not to talk to 
strangers. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff attend regular meetings with the provider to help them to reflect on their 
practice. They continue their professional development through a range of 
relevant training courses. This helps staff to support children emotionally. For 
example, when things changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and when 
circumstances change in their home life. For instance, staff help children to 
understand their emotions, such as what makes them feel happy, sad, 
embarrassed or surprised. Children say that they are surprised when they get 
presents for their birthday. 

n When new children start attending the club, they are allocated a key person. 
This member of staff supports their individual needs. Staff find out about 
children's interests and use this knowledge to provide activities they know 
children enjoy. This helps children to settle quickly into staff's care. 

n Staff work well in partnership with school teachers from the host school. They 
find out about what children have been learning during their day at school. Staff 
use this information to complement children's experiences. For example, when 
children follow a theme of under the sea at school, staff provide opportunities 
for children to play with toy sea creatures and water. 

n Parents comment positively about their children's experiences in the club. They 
say that staff are helpful, supportive and know the children well. Parents explain 
how their children look forward to coming to the club. 
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n Mealtimes are sociable occasions when children talk to their friends about their 
day at school and their interests. Staff provide healthy snacks and children make 
independent choices about what food they would like to eat. However, staff do 
not always support children to understand the benefits of promoting oral 
hygiene. 

n Staff are good role models for the children. They listen to children and praise 
their achievements. Children help to develop the rules and boundaries in the 
club. Older children say that they need to be kind, to always have fun and to 
always stay happy. Children behave well, are polite and use good manners. 

n The manager and staff reflect on the service they provide for children. They 
listen to children's comments and make changes to improve the experiences 
they have at the club. For example, older children requested large cushions and 
these have been added to make a cosy area. Children say that when they sit on 
these, it helps them to calm down.

n Children are creative and show a good imagination. For example, older children 
use construction toys that staff provide to build an aeroplane and boat. When 
children play with small people figures, they use different voices to represent the 
individual characters.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff know how to identify the signs that may suggest a child is 
at risk of abuse or radicalisation. They understand where to report concerns about 
children's safety. They are also aware of where to report concerns to that they 
might have about staff working with children. This helps to keep children safe. 
Staff ensure that children are safe when they collect them from the host school. 
For instance, they arrange with school teachers to collect children slightly earlier 
than parents, to help avoid busy times in the school building and playground. This 
helps to ensure that children stay together in a group. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY341820

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10138462

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers
Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 117

Name of registered person Graham, Lynn Heath

Registered person unique 
reference number

RP906798

Telephone number 07986 225701

Date of previous inspection 11 March 2015

Information about this early years setting

The Village Kids Club @ Witham St Hughs registered in 2006 and is situated within 
the grounds of Witham St Hughs Academy. The club employs seven members of 
childcare staff. Of these, two hold an appropriate early years qualifications at level 
2, one at level 3, one at level 6 and the manager who holds early years teacher 
status. The club opens from Monday to Friday during term time from 7.30am until 
8.45am and from 3.20pm until 6pm. The club runs a holiday club during school 
holidays, depending on demand, from 8am until 5.30pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector

Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the club. 

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She reviewed relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the club. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of all areas of the club. 
n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and the interactions 

between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n The inspector carried out an observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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