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WITHAM  Welcome to Witham St Hughs Academy’s Safeguarding Newsletter.

St. HUGHS  Keeping children safe is of course, our key priority here at school.

> >  Safeguarding takes many forms including: Protecting children from

SEEREME harm; preventing impairment of children’s health and development;
enabling safe and effective parenting and giving children equal
opportunities in life.

We do many things every day in school to ensure pupils are safe including: ensuring
all staff are trained in safeguarding; having clear policies and procedures in place to
keep children safe; monitoring pupil attendance; ensuring a safe and healthy site;
ensuring the behaviour of pupils is in line with the Academy behaviour policy and
using our curriculum to teach children about risk taking, diversity, healthy lifestyles,
managing relationships, online safety and much more. Our safeguarding policy is
always available to view via our website.
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GUIDANCE

Ensuring children are appropriately supervised is of course a core safeguarding concern for
both parents and the Academy team.

Appropriate supervision means providing oversight that is tailored to the child’s needs, the
activity's complexity, and the potential risks, ensuring the child has the necessary skills and
support to be safe. It involves being physically available, knowing the child’s location, and
adjusting the level and frequency of support and supervision to match the situation.

Parents and carers will of course make their own decisions around levels of supervision
and independence they deem safe and appropriate for their own child, balancing the need
for a growing sense of independence, competence and learning alongside safety and
wellbeing.

As an Academy, we would encourage parents and carers to regularly re-assess the benefits
and risks of unsupervised time for children. For example, when weather conditions in
winter mean frozen bodies of water become a risk, we would encourage parents to adjust
levels of supervision accordingly. Equally, as children become more mature, confident and
independent, increased responsibility such as walking to the shop alone may become
appropriate.

As always, this is a decision for individual families to take and one that may differ between
households. School are always available to support parents and carers in their decision-
making process.
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Whocanhelp?  Useful Numbers

Every school has a ‘Designated Social Services: 01522 782111
Safeguarding Lead’. At Witham St ChildLine: 0800 1111
Hughs Academy these are: Sam Coy, Lincolnshire Prevent Team:
Emily Broadley, Michelle Dexter and 020 7340 7264
Hannah Younger. Our safeguarding Young Carers Helpline: 01522 553275
governor is Miles Crawshaw. If you NSPCC whistle blowing helpline:
have any concerns in relation to 08088 005000
safeguarding, please feel free to FGM helpline: 08000 283550
speak to a safeguarding lead at any Samaritans: 01522 528282
time.

Who to contact?

Remember that we are always here to support you and Michelle Dexter our
DSL and SENDCo, contacts many parents regularly to make sure everything
is going well. Her email is: michelle.dexter@withamsthughsacademy.co.uk

If you think that you need further support, then do not hesitate to contact
the school on: 01522 869590 or admin@withamsthughsacademy.co.uk
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