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Headteacher welcome

WITHAM  What a busy end to term we have had! From some absolutely

St. HUGHS  \yonderful EYFS and KS1 Christmas Productions, to exciting class

> >  Christmas Parties and finally our festive carols on the playground this

SEODENE afternoon. The Christmas spirit has well and truly been present around
Witham! We are really proud of how our children have finished their
first term this year - positive, hard-working and with unity.

As we head into a well-deserved Christmas break, the whole staff team want to wish
all of our families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

As always, if you do have any questions or queries, then please do not hesitate to
speak to staff on the playground, or contact the school office.

Mrs Broadley

Witham
News

Early arrivals Collection Arrangements

We have noticed some of our Year 5 We completely understand that
and Year 6 pupils arriving to/around sometimes collection arrangements
school significantly early. This causes a for children need to change.
concern around supervision and where Wherever possible, please can
incidents occur from lack of supervision, arrangements for collection be
neither school or parents being aware shared directly with class teachers on
until quite some time afterwards. Our the classroom door in the morning. If
main priority will always be keeping changes occur within the school day,
pupils safe, but we also want them to please can these be communicated
arrive at school ready to learn. If your with the school office by 3pm at the
child has permission to walk to school latest. This is to ensure all messages
unaccompanied, please ensure they are can be passed on by the office team,
arriving at an appropriate time - school and to ensure a smooth and safe
gates open at 8:50. collection process for all.

Smartphone Safety Session

We were so fortunate to have our
Smartphone session last week
delivered by the PAPAYA founder - Dr
Susie Davies. She shared some
incredibly valuable, insightful and
important information around
children’s mental heath linked to
smartphone use. Susie also shared a
wealth of resources for parents to
access to support their children in
this area. Unfortunately, despite our
best efforts, this had a very low
parent uptake. Feedback from the
parents who did attend was
incredibly positive which is brilliant.
We are hoping to access the
recording of this session to share
Uniform Rail with parents and carers as this
expert-led session did come at a cost
to the Academy.

A reminder that our pre-loved
uniform rail is available in the front
office. Please do help yourself to
anything that you may need, there is Shoes & Trainers

always lots available and s A reminder that children should be
completely free to a good home! wearing black school shoes and not
e trainers. Trainers are absolutely fine
# for PE lessons, but not day to day
'f..('_ 1\ 7; school wear. Many thanks for your

| : Y71 | understanding.

Grandparent Events

We were thrilled by the uptake of
Grandparents and Grandparent-
figures to our events last week - in
total we welcomed 323 people to
these sessions! All of the children
enjoyed taking part in some
Christmas crafts, showing our value
of ‘Enjoyment’ in abundance!

Attendance Letters

This week we have sent out
attendance letters informing parents
and carers of pupil attendance for
Autumn Term. This is for information
only and includes all absence, both
authorised and unauthorised. This is
a new  system to ensure
parents/carers are kept fully
informed of their child’s attendance.

Pupil toilets

Unfortunately, we are again starting
to see damage in some of our pupil
toilets. We of course speak to the
children  regularly about our
expectations of how all spaces in
school are treated, but any additional
support from home regarding
treating our toilets with respect
would be welcomed. Thank you in
advance for this!

JONATHAN
HAIDT
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