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Headteacher welcome

WITHAM Last month saw so many exciting things happening across our school
St. HUGHS  community. Our children represented us brilliantly in a swimming gala,
> >®  while the cross-country club were out running the streets of Witham
I L with determination and enthusiasm. We enjoyed a fantastic ‘Glow

Party’ Disco, complete with glow lights and some fabulous outfits that

certainly lit up the hall!

Year 6 had a wonderful opportunity to visit the Waterstones Book Festival in Lincoln,
where they met authors in person and celebrated their love of reading. Mr Medley
also organised a brilliant sports fundraiser to raise money for sport in school. While
his goalkeeping skills may have been a little shaky, the children’s penalties were
absolutely top notch, perhaps England could learn a thing or two from the wonderful

children of Witham!

Our amazing singers also travelled to Sheffield to take part in Young Voices,
performing in a packed arena alongside 5,000 other children. It was a truly
unforgettable experience, filled with incredible singing and dancing, and the staff

weren’t too bad either!

There has been lots of great work going on in school and we are incredibly proud of
the effort and enthusiasm shown by our pupils. This week we have launched our
‘Safe, Ready, Respectful’ rules, and the children have responded brilliantly. It has
been a really positive start and we are already seeing the impact around school.

We would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of our staff, volunteers and
parents who generously give up their time, support with transport and help behind
the scenes to ensure these events can happen and that our children continue to

enjoy such a rich range of opportunities and experiences.

We have so much to look forward to in the coming weeks, including World Book
Day, a number of exciting trips, special visitors to school, engaging curriculum

lessons and a full sporting calendar. And in other good news, we have even been

treated to some sunshine at the school gates during morning drop-off and evening |

collection, which has certainly put a smile on my face.

Heres to another exciting term at Witham St Hughs Academy, and thank you as

always for your continued support.
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Deputy Headteacher Appointment

We are delighted to share the exciting
news that James Durkan has been
appointed as the new Deputy
Headteacher at Witham St Hughs
Academy, starting after the Easter
holidays. James is currently an
experienced senior leader at Welton St
Marys C of E Academy and brings with
him a wealth of experience in teaching,
learning and curriculum development.
Following a very competitive selection
process, we are confident that his
expertise, enthusiasm and leadership
will have a positive impact on our
school community. We are very much
looking forward to welcoming James to
Witham St Hughs and to the difference
he will make as he joins our team.

Uniform Rail

A reminder that our pre-loved
uniform rail is available in the front
office. Please do help yourself to
anything that you may need, there is
always lots available and s
completely free to a good home!

IELT)

Mg g9 YEMS

We are pleased to introduce our refreshed
school rules: Safe, Ready and Respectful. These
simple, clear principles have been developed to
ensure a shared language and consistent
understanding of expectations across every
classroom and all aspects of school life. They will
help pupils to be clear about what is expected of
them, while allowing us to celebrate the many
ways our children demonstrate that they are
safe, ready and respectful each day. The rules
have been shared with pupils and developed in
consultation with staff to ensure they are easy to
understand, remember and apply. This is not a
major change, but rather a step towards greater
clarity and consistency across the school,
supporting both positive behaviour and effective
learning.
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World Book Day

We are so excited to celebrate World
Book Day on Thursday 5™ March.
Children are invited to dress up as a
book character for the day and enjoy
a range of book-themed activites. We
ask that costumes are still practical
for school and playing outside at
breaktime.
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Update details

Please can we remind parents and
carers that school must be informed of
any changes of address or contact
numbers. It is important that the details
we hold on our system are up to date
should we need to contact parents or
carers for any reason.

New appointment in Year 6

We are pleased to announce that
Diane  Charlesworth has been
appointed as a teaching assistant
working in Year 6. Mrs Tyrrell will be
working within the Year 4 team now
that Mrs Bertram has begun her
maternity leave.

Naming_items

As we head into the (hopefully!)
warmer weather, children will begin
removing jumpers and cardigans etc
more frequently. Please ensure that
all items are named so that lost
belongings can be returned to their
owners. There is now no central lost
property box, meaning that all named
items will be returned directly to
classrooms/lockers.

Swimming and Singing!

At the end of last term, 8 of our
fantastic Year 5 pupils took part in a
swimming competition, doing the
Academy incredibly proud! Both our
girls’ and boys’ teams made it
through to the finals! The boys
secured an impressive 3rd place
overall, and the girls narrowly missed
out after a brilliant effort.

Our brilliant choir also represented
the Academy last term at Young
Voices in Sheffield. They had a
fantastic time and sang beautifully!

Safe, Ready, Respectful
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Our Rules at Witham St Hughs Academy

SAFE

Keep ourselves and others safe

READY

Prepared to learn and participate

RESPECTFUL

Kind, polite and considerate
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