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Witham St Hughs Academy 
‘Education for Lifelong Learning’ 

 

Curriculum Vision 
 
A Witham child will: 
 

 become resilient, responsible and healthy adults  
 

 be confident, respectful and informed young people 
 

 be able to work in unity as articulate critical thinkers and problem solvers 
 
We will: 
 

 ensure enjoyment and achievement for all through nurturing passions and talents  
  

 enable pupils to show ambition and acquire powerful knowledge and access new 
opportunities that take them beyond their own experience  

 
Show ambition for all – preparing and exposing our children to the challenges, changes 

and innovations of the 21st century 
 
At Witham St Hughs Academy we strive to provide the best education possible and to 
ensure happiness and achievement for all. We work in partnership with parents, the Trust 
and the wider community to help our pupils become confident, responsible adults. We 
firmly believe that our curriculum defines the journey we want our pupils to take 
throughout their primary education and is rightly ambitious for all. 
 
Our curriculum intent is clearly set out through a comprehensive series of subject 
frameworks, long and medium term planning and with an awareness of both the powerful 
knowledge and cultural capital we want our children to gain through our teaching. We 
understand that children need powerful knowledge to live in an increasingly complex 
world, but that they do not live by knowledge but by beliefs and values. As such, our 
Character Education and Life Skills curriculums are absolutely central to our curriculum in 
order to send confident, kind and informed young people on to the next stage of their 
education. Our curriculum is clearly intended to enable pupils to acquire knowledge that 
takes them beyond their own experience. 
 
Through constant professional development, our highly skilled staff team develop a 
reasoned and varied approach to the implementation of our curriculum. Learning is crafted 
thoughtfully to deliver both the highest expectations of all pupils alongside the 
understanding that different learners will require different approaches to maximise their 
potential. Teachers regularly check pupil understanding and adapt teaching accordingly to 
maximise progress. 
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The impact of our curriculum is one of confident learners leaving our Academy ready for the 
next stage of their education having achieved highly across the curriculum. 
 
Our Academy values of: 

 Respect 

 Unity 

 Enjoyment 

 Resilience 

 Ambition 
are constantly embedded and reinforced throughout the delivery of our ambitious 
curriculum. It is our intention that children leave our Academy both academically and 
socially able and confident. 
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Intent, Implementation & Impact 

 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that the greatest impact 
of an effective curriculum is achieved when educators establish a 
positive learning environment and synergy between the curriculum 
and its assessment, combined with skilled teaching. 
 
Intent 
Our curriculum is delivered through the discrete teaching of 
subjects within an overarching ‘topic’. This will have a history, 
geography or science focus. Our subject curriculum follows the National Curriculum and is 
tailored to meet the needs of our pupils. Our individual subject frameworks are progressive 
and sequential, developing pupils’ knowledge and skills in tandem. Children must know 
‘what’ and ‘how’ in order to develop a deep body of knowledge that takes them beyond 
their own experiences into the best of what has been thought and said. 
 
Implementation 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we understand that ‘nothing has been taught until it has 
been learnt’. To this end, subject specific pedagogy is vital to the exemplary delivery of all 
curriculum subjects. Our approach to teaching art differs greatly to that of teaching maths, 
for example. Throughout the implementation of our curriculum, there is a focus on moving 
learning into the long term memory and developing ‘hard thinking’. We know that ‘memory 
is the residue of thought’ and that children will learn what they are thinking about most. 
Therefore, children’s thinking must be on the learning and not dominated by task-driven 
pedagogy. Regular low-stakes quizzing and firmly embedded recap time within lessons 
ensure our focus is sharply on children 
knowing more and remembering more. 
 
Impact 
 At Witham St Hughs Academy, we recognise that ‘successes’ will look different for all pupils 
and that this should not solely be measured in relation to English and Maths outcomes at 
Year 6. If the intent and implementation elements of the curriculum have been successfully 
achieved, pupils will not only be ready for the next stage of their education, but will also 
be well-rounded, articulate, interesting, caring and tolerant individuals. Although many of 
these characteristics cannot be specifically measured, assessed or quantified, we do assess 
the impact of our curriculum in a wide variety of ways including: pupil attainment data; 
pupil progress data; regular low-stakes quizzing; monitoring of pupil books; regular pupil 
discussions; pupil contribution and attitudes; termly L.E.A.D. QA visits; bi-annual parental 
questionnaires at parents evenings; pupil behaviour and attitudes when learning beyond the 
school building; pupil engagement in wider community charities; observations of children’s 
play and many more. 
 
 
 
Individual subject statements of intent can be found in the appendix to this policy. 
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Our Curriculum Offer – Essential, Enhanced and Exceptional 
 
We firmly believe that the curriculum on offer to our pupils offers them an exceptional 
education. As such, we have captured many elements of our curriculum offer under the 
headings: ‘Essential’, ‘Enhanced’ and ‘Exceptional’. ‘Essential’ elements being those 
necessary to deliver the National Curriculum in a primary setting. ‘Enhanced’ elements are 
those aspects of our curriculum that are non-statutory but we believe are vital to the 
successful, enjoyable and memorable delivery of the National Curriculum. Finally our 
‘Exceptional’ elements which we truly believe go above and beyond for our pupils and/or 
are worthy of sharing beyond our own setting. 
 
These aspects have been analysed and grouped 
into 6 key areas: The arts, sport, STEM, literacy 
and language, community and humanities. These 
are the areas we firmly believe make our children 
well-rounded, versatile and engaged learners, 
ready for the next stage in their education. 
 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that 
consistency over time is both profound and 
underrated, and that success is the result of 
consistency invisibly compounding. Our 
curriculum lives this belief with many aspects 
being ‘greater than the sum of its parts’. Two examples of this being our use of specialist 
subject teachers not just across one subject or one year group, but consistently across 
multiple subjects and multiple year groups – by the end of their time at our Academy, 
children will have benefited from consistent specialist teaching, across multiple subjects in 
many year groups. Both their offer and their outcomes in these areas are therefore 
exceptional. A second example is one of experiences, children benefit from residential 
opportunities that strategically and sequentially build throughout Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6. 
This means that their confidence and skills in this area are significantly stronger than with 
just one single Year 6 residential experience at the end of their primary school journey. At 
Witham St Hughs Academy we believe strongly in exceptional provision across all 6 of these 
areas. We do not focus all of our time, energy and attention in one single place, but instead 
on a broad, balanced and exceptional offer across the whole breadth of the curriculum. 
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A snapshot of our curriculum offer 
 

  Essential Enhanced Exceptional 

Sport 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Swimming lessons 
  
2 P.E lessons per week – 

skill development 

through games 
  

Teaching fitness and health 

  

Sports day 
  
Specialist teacher leading 

PE 
  

Inter-sports tournament 

across KS2 and KS1 
  

Bikeability in Y5 
  

Catch up swimming 
  

PGL residential 

  

Collective enhanced sport 

provision provided 

after school 
  
Use of Sports Leaders to 

promote being active 
  
External competitive sport 

competitions – Lincoln 

University and Lincoln 

City Football Club 
  
Focused specialist teaching 

– tennis coaching 

  Essential Enhanced Exceptional 

The Arts 
Art and Music 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Art lessons 
  
Music lessons 
  
Singing assemblies 

Diwali experience day with 

Diwali themed yoga 

from specialist teacher 
  
Theatre company visits 

  
School productions: 

R/KS1:  

Christmas 

production 
LKS2:  April 

production 
UKS2:  July 

production 
  

Music specialist promoting 

singing and 

performance 
  
Use of specialist teaching 

staff to deliver high 

quality Music and Art 

provision 
  

On-line artist and illustrator 

workshop opportunities 
  

Carol performances 
  

Diverse artist workshops 
  

 

 

 

 

  

Collective musical tuition 

opportunities for KS2 
  
Collective enhanced 

provision for the arts 

provided after school:  

drawing, singing, 

drama, radio and 

dance 
  

Whole class music for Y5 

supported by the 

Music Support Service 
  

Art based project work 

within the local 

community 
  

Working with the Halle 

Orchestra – Y5/6 
  

Band opportunities for 

Y5/6 
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  Essential Enhanced Exceptional 

STEM 
Science, DT, Computing and 

Maths 

  

Maths lessons/objectives 
  
DT lessons/objectives 
  
Taste Ed and DT 
  
Science lessons/objectives 

 

Computing 

lessons/objectives 

British Science Week – 

activities to promote 

aspects of Science all 

week 
  
Online engineers/scientist 

Zoom workshops and 

webinars 
  
Online marine biologist 

Zoom workshop 
  

STEM LEAD workshops 
  
School visits including: 

Yorkshire 

Wildlife Park 
Magna Carter 
National Space 

Centre 
STEM careers fair 
  

Mini-beast experience day 
Mini-beast 

handling 
  
E-Safety workshops with 

the Lincolnshire Safety 

Partership 
  

11+ club after school 
  

Robust and rigid strategies 

for delivering Active 

Number effectively 

  

Rand Farm residential for 

Y2 children 
  
Forces trips throughout the 

year, some focused on 

STEM activities 
  

Science ambassadors are 

used throughout the 

school – consistent 

approach 
  
Challenge Week for all 

year groups in the 

Autumn term 
  

Use of Digital Leaders to 

promote safety on-line 
  

JOSO team 
  

Primary Maths Challenge at 

Sir William Robertson 

Academy 
  

Collective computing 

curriculum provides 

expert coding 

opportunities 
  

Active Number showcase 

events 
  

Links to Chefs for Food 

Tech 
Links with UTC and 

University 
Links to Siemens 
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  Essential Enhanced Exceptional 

Humanities 
Geography and History 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Geography 

lessons/objectives 
  
History lessons/objectives 

School visits including: 
Mablethorpe 

beach 
Lincoln Castle 
Local 

environment 

walk and 

field work 
Pink pig farm 
Woodside 

Wildlife Park 
The Collection 
Snipe Dales 
PGL in Caythorpe 
Victorian 

Workhouse 
  

Lunar experience day 
Lunar experience day 
Diwali experience day 
Stone Age and Ancient 

Egypt 
  
Expert visitors 

Zoo keepers 
Egyptologists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach work – projects 

that have an impact on 

the local community 
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  Essential Enhanced Exceptional 

Community 
RE/Character Ed 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

RE Lesson/objectives 
  
Character Education 

lessons/objectives 
  

Assemblies everyday 

  

Expert visitors 
Bible Bites 
Lincoln Mosque 
PCSO for Y5/6 
Local councillor 

assembly 

and 

workshop 
Religious group 

visitors 
  

School visits including: 
Lincoln cathedral 
Lincoln mosque 
  

Community Council 
  
Eco Council – raising 

environmental 

awareness 
  
Ministry of Food 

  
Christmas cards to local 

nursing home 
  

Mental Health Week and 

Autism Awareness 

Week 
  

Mini-police workshops for 

Y6 children/LCC 

emotions and well-

being workshops 
  

Diverse character education 

lessons and taught 

across all areas of the 

curriculum through 

books etc 
  

Andy Housman assemblies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance day whole 

school celebration 
  
Red arrow pilot in school 

  
Red arrows visit for forces 

children 
  

Rand Farm residential for 

Y2 children 
  
Sleepover and life skills 

activities for Y4 

children 
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  Essential Enhanced Exceptional 

Literacy and 

Language 
English/Drama and French 

  

Role play and drama across 

all subjects 
  
Literacy lessons/objectives 

  
Reading lessons/objectives 

  
French lessons/objectives 
  

  

Online author sessions and 

workshops, including 

Julia Donaldson, 

Sharon Daley 
  
Experience of live theatre 

groups/workshops – 

Hobgoblin 
  

Link school in France.  

Children received and 

sent Christmas cards to 

French school 

  
Enhanced provision: drama 

club, radio club and 

sign language club 

  
World Book Day 

celebration 
  
Real life purpose to be 

inspired to write to 

ASDA to remove 

plastic bags after a 

literacy unit being 

taught 
  

The Silver Robin summer 

competition (writing) 
  
Nottingham theatre visit for 

Y5/6 
  
Key Stage productions and 

performances 
  

500 word challenge writing 

competition 
  
Context of writing for a 

purpose, including to the 

Prime Minister 

English Hub showcase and 

consistent phonics 

outcomes data 
  
Active English showcase 

events 
  

Blue Peter writing 

competition – 

opportunity 
  

Winning Lincoln Book 

Festival 3 times in a 

row 
  
Lollies judging 

  
Greenaway/Carnegie 

Shadowing 
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Appendix 1 - Subject Specific Declarations of Intent 
 
Phonics 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we strongly believe that it is every pupil’s right to learn to 
read and we strive to ensure that every child is a confident, fluent (100+ words a minute) 
reader by the end of Key Stage One. Reading is the vehicle through which children access 
many other areas of the curriculum and subsequently can open the door to many other 
aspects in the wider world and therefore, we place great emphasis on ensuring daily, high 
quality, systematic, discrete phonics teaching is delivered consistently across our academy.  
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we follow the Read Write Inc. programme to teach phonics. 
This rigorous and sequential approach to teaching phonics ensures that our children enter 
Key Stage Two as confident readers and that they are prepared for the next stage of their 
education regardless of disadvantage or SEND needs. 
 
Reading 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that reading is the key to unlocking exciting 
worlds and powerful knowledge for all. Reading is fundamental to our pupils becoming 
successful and independent learners and we are excited to be a part of their reading 
journey. Reading is the vehicle through which children access many other areas of the 
curriculum and subsequently can open the door to many other aspects in the wider world. 
Throughout their time at Witham St Hughs Academy, children’s reading diet will allow them 
to experience and discuss a wide range of texts including poetry, non-fiction and fiction. This 
reading journey and the texts within it have been carefully planned and sequenced to 
ensure the intentional and cohesive building of cultural capital in which children have both 
read and made links between a wide range of texts 
 
Writing 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we aim to ensure that all children become competent 
writers.  English will be taught in a daily discrete lesson for all pupils; however the teaching 
and development of writing skills will also be embedded in other areas of the curriculum.  
By the time pupils leave the school, they will be expected to write clearly, accurately and 
coherently, for a variety of purposes and audiences, adapting their language and style as 
required. Both transcription skills and composition skills are equally important and will be 
taught effectively in a creative and engaging way. Children will be expected to take pride in 
their writing and present their work to a high standard. Through linked reading activities, 
children will be encouraged to develop an author’s voice. 
 
Maths 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that all pupils are entitled to become fluent in the 
fundamentals of mathematics. They should have both fluencies of recall and conceptual 
understanding of the problems they solve. All pupils should have the opportunity to reason 
mathematically, use mathematical language and understand the purpose and application of 
mathematics. Our ‘stations’ approach to mathematics ensures that learning is not capped 
for any pupil regardless of disadvantage or SEND need. The mathematics curriculum at 
Witham St Hughs Academy is coherently planned and sequenced following a spiral model to 
ensure regular recap and revision of the separate mathematical disciplines and to help 
pupils remember in the long term. Spaced learning is used and evident in medium term 
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planning to maximise pupil retention of mathematical facts and concepts in order that these 
are applied with fluency when tackling reasoning problems. 
 
Science 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that children will leave our school with an 
enriched scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines 
of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Biology provides children with an understanding of living 
organism, essentially enriching their awareness of themselves and their origin of species. 
During Chemistry lessons, children will have first-hand opportunities to investigate how 
matter is composed, as well as being able to examine their properties and reactions. Physics 
enables children to study the physical properties of matter and energy, including its motion 
and how it interacts with energy and forces. Through this, children will develop their 
knowledge of the universe. Children are equipped with the ‘Cultural Capital’ required to 
understand what the implications are for science today and for the future. At Witham St. 
Hughs Academy, we strive to inspire all children to take an active role in the future of 
scientific developments and employment. 
 
Computing 
All pupils have a high quality computing education that ensures they have a progressive 
fluency in digital creativity, core computer skills and have a clear understanding of internet 
safety. We aim for all pupils to have an understanding of the fundamental principles and 
concepts of computing science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data 
representation.  Our approach provides all pupils with the powerful knowledge they require 
to access subsequent learning and engage within the classroom, society and employment 
after education. We promote independence through our Digital Leader provision which 
encourages our older pupils to inspire our younger learners’ digital confidence and curiosity 
online. 
 
Geography 
We believe that a high-quality geography education should inspire an environment of 
curiosity and fascination about our world and its people and through this, promote engaged, 
global citizens. We believe geography teaching should equip all pupils with knowledge 
beyond their own experience and offer experiences and knowledge that explore breath of 
understanding. We believe that pupils need several elements of essential knowledge to 
excel in geography which can be broadly categorised into: locational knowledge, place 
knowledge, understanding of physical and human geography and finally developing 
geographical skills and fieldwork. 
 
History 
All pupils should have a high-quality history education which stimulates minds and 
encourages children’s interest about the history of places and people. We believe history 
teaching should equip all pupils with knowledge beyond their own living memory and offer 
awareness that enables children to understand our world today. We believe that pupils 
need several elements of essential knowledge to excel in history which can be categorised 
into: people, places and events, skills within history, chronology and vocabulary.    
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PE 
Through our Physical Education curriculum, pupils will develop a positive relationship with 
physical health, activity and personal well-being. Pupils will develop their understanding of 
competition including: fair play, sportsmanship, teamwork, passion and resilience. Physical 
Education is taught through a broad range of physical activities: competitive games, dance, 
gymnastics, outdoor adventurous activities, cycling, swimming and fundamental movement 
skills. To ensure true breadth of curriculum, one off exceptional learning experiences are 
accessed by pupils to develop the cultural capital knowledge and understanding of the wide 
scope of sport. Physical Education at Witham St Hughs Academy will develop the whole 
child – mentally, personally, physically and socially. 
 
Religious Education 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that a high-quality religious education is essential 
to achieve an environment of curiosity and respect towards religious beliefs and customs. 
Therefore, creating well-rounded, knowledgeable and tolerant pupils. Our RE curriculum has 
been carefully and coherently planned and sequenced to link with our tolerance curriculum 
which prepares pupils for life as young people after life at Witham St Hughs Academy. We 
believe religious education should equip pupils with knowledge beyond their own 
experiences and personal beliefs. In a local area, often lacking in diversity, it is religious 
education that allows pupils to gain a deeper understanding of others’ faiths. The children 
also compare religious beliefs to current society and understand what atheism is. 
 
Art 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we believe that all pupils should be encouraged to express 
their own artistic ideas to guide them on their creative learning journey. They will build a 
confidence across a range of materials and can demonstrate an increasing mastery of Art 
techniques, including drawing, painting, textiles, collage, sculpture and print making. 
Established ‘Artist of the Term’ project enables pupils to build a knowledge of artists and 
use these to inspire their own art work. We aim to engender the confidence and resilience 
to consistently rehearse artistic skills. 
 
Design Technology 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, the teaching of design and technology involves the 
application of skills for life. Pupils develop an authentic creativity and understanding of 
practical, real-life problem solving. We believe that pupils should have an ownership of their 
learning and be given a freedom to explore and take appropriate risks. With consideration 
of something, somebody for some purpose, we allow the pupils to aim for an outcome that 
is tailored to them and follows a real-life brief. The curriculum at Witham St Hughs Academy 
coherently planned and sequenced learning opportunities allows pupils to expand and build 
sufficient knowledge and skills. Every pupil has a right to be exposed to a broad and 
balanced curriculum and to understand the impact design and engineering has on their 
world. In addition, the design and technology curriculum includes cooking and nutritional 
skills to support an understanding of where food comes from and food preparation, cooking 
and nutritional values. The curriculum is planned and taught using a progressive 
methodology to inspire the pupils and engender a positive relationship with food. 
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French 
The high quality Modern Foreign Languages curriculum at Witham St Hughs Academy 
develops knowledge beyond the everyday experience of the children and inspires pupils to 
want to know more about the world in which they live. It provides them with the skills 
needed to be able to engage with the wider world, equipping them for life beyond the 
classroom. Our chosen language is French, which is taught through the comprehensive and 
progressive ‘Language Angels’ scheme linked to class topics to make learning relevant and 
engaging. Although not statutory in Key Stage One, Modern Foreign Languages are 
introduced through the ‘Little Languages’ scheme to provide a strong foundation to 
language learning. To support the learning of French we have a link school which enable 
pupils to develop their communication skills through meaningful real life interactions. 
 
Music 
All pupils should perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical 
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians. They should learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music 
on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 
excellence. Pupils understand and explore how music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
 
Character Education 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we put great emphasis on the importance of preparing pupils 
for life as young people after Witham St Hughs Academy and we truly believe that success is 
not solely measured by academic achievement. Our Character Education curriculum has 
been carefully designed to include all elements of PSHE, British Values, SMSC and 
philosophy with a clear understanding that, “We need knowledge to live in a complex world, 
but we do not live by knowledge, we live by beliefs and values.” At Witham St Hughs 
Academy, children’s wellbeing, happiness and safety are our first priority, and our Character 
Education curriculum is the key vehicle through which we share this with children.  We 
believe that our Character Education teaching should equip pupils with knowledge beyond 
their own experience and, in a local area often lacking in diversity, offer experiences that 
will allow pupils to make informed decisions about their health, wellbeing and relationships. 
 
Food Education 
At Witham St Hughs Academy, we strongly believe that it is important to provide an 
environment that promotes healthy eating and enables children to make informed choices 
about the food they eat, as well as teaching quality cooking skills to prepare them for the 
wider world. There is an emphasis on children learning appropriate skills, such as the safe 
use of knives, peelers, graters and other such equipment. We also equip children with an 
awareness of food safety and hygiene processes. At Witham St. Hughs Academy we follow 
the Taste Education scheme. This aims to help build a generation of children who enjoy 
healthy foods and who have a positive relationship with food and their own bodies. Taste Ed 
equips children with the tools and experiences needed to navigate the modern food 
environment and become more confident, adventurous and healthy eaters. We believe that 
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every child deserves access to good food as well as the opportunity to explore a range of 
ingredients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


